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An   exhibition  of   books  and    pamphlets   in   the   Mary    Helen  Cochran    Library   pointed   to  countless  career   possibilities. 
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A  career,  a  career,  a  career— 

That's  the  dream  every 
Sweet  Briar  girl  hoi  as  dear 

— from   the   Class  of  '56  Senior  Show 


".  .  .  50,000  jobs  in  the  field  of  social  work  are 
waiting  to  be  filled  .  .  ."  Mrs.  Conrad  Van  Hyning, 
psychiatric  :ocial  worker,  Mrs.  Paul  Stanchfield, 
clinical  psychologist,  and  a  professor  of  sociology, 
Mrs.    Bertha    Wailes,    described    work    in    this   field. 


Whether  a  career  means  teaching  or  taking  photographs,  practising  law  or 
designing  clothes,  there  was  a  challenge  for  every  girl  who  attended  the  all-day 
conference  on  careers  and  jobs  and  work  opportunities.  This  was  one  of  Sweet 
Briar's  Fiftieth  Anniversary  celebrations  and  it  brought  back  to  campus  a  score  of 
alumnae  who  are  successful  in  many  different  occupations.  The  conference  was 
planned  and  carried  out  by  the  student-faculty  Committee  on  Vocational  Guidance. 

In  her  opening  remarks,  Dean  Jean  Louise  Williams,  committee  chairman, 
recalled  the  aims  expressed  in  the  college  charter:  ".  .  .  to  impart  to  its  students 
such  an  education  in  sound  learning,  and  such  physical,  moral  and  religious  train- 
ing as  shall  in  the  judgment  of  the  Directors  best  fit  them  to  be  useful  members  of 
society." 

She  pointed  out  that  working  women  have  become  an  integral  and  indispen- 
sable part  of  the  labor  force.  College  women,  therefore,  must  prepare  themselves 
psychologically  as  well  as  intellectually  to  contribute  to  our  society  as  part  of  the 
working  force. 

"The  question  for  most  American  college  women,"  she  said,  "is  not  simply 
Shall  I  work?'  but  rather,  'Since  I  shall  be  working,  what  shall  I  choose  to  do?' 
This  question  cannot  be  solved  in  one  day,  but  we  hope  this  conference  will  help 
you  to  explore  new  fields  of  interest  and  perhaps  to  narrow  ranges  of  choice." 


'I'm   crazy  about  my  job  .  .  .   I'm   a   research   assistant  in   medicine   at  Johns   Hopkins    Hospital,' 
remarked    this    young    graduate,    Mrs.    Franklin    Peale,    who    majored    in    biology. 


"Young  people  of  intelligence  .  .  .  colleg« 
in  government  service  .  .  ."  Margaret  Ban; 
"Women  lawyers  are  finding  more  and  m« 
Mrs.    Houston    S.    Park    jr.,    law    clerk,    U.   S 


President  Pannell  In  her  introduction  to  the  conference  said:  "There  are 
two  basic  goals  you  need  to  bear  in  mind  In  choosing  a  career  .  .  .  first, 
what  you  really  would  like  to  be  .  .  .  and  second,  how  you  can  add  to  the 
sum  total  of  the  needs  and  beauty  of  the  world."  Four  writers  brought 
variety  to  the  opening  panel:  Mrs.  Tristram  Dunn,  camera  editor  of 
Parents';  Julia  Wilson,  free  lance  writer  on  business  and  finance;  John 
C'ardi,  poet-professor  at  Rutgers  University;  Carol  LeVarn,  women's  editor, 
Washington    Daily    News. 


Photograph     of    Mrs.     Turner    by    Lyru  hburg    News  . 
all    others    by     Gene     Campbell 


Later,  a  senior  summed  up  her  views  of  the  conference  as  follows:  "During 
the  day,  we  eagerly  attended  panel  presentations  and  flocked  to  the  smaller  dis- 
cussion groups  which  followed  them,  tiring  questions,  listening  eagerly  to  the 
answers,  talking  among  ourselves  in  clusters  in  the  halls  or  on  sunny  arcades,  and 
lingering  over  lunch  to  discuss  new  or  reawakened  interests  and  ideas  for  the  future. 

"Throughout  the  day,  enthusiasm  rose  on  all  sides.  Career-minded  seniors 
were  amazed  at  the  varied  fields  in  which  Sweet  Briar  alumnae  could  find — and 
had  found — exciting  and  gratifying  lives.  Underclassmen  were  encouraged  by  the 
prospect — no  matter  how  distant — of  future  glories  and  began  to  plan  courses  of 
study  packed  with  preparation. 

"Nothing  could  have  been  more  reassuring  than  this  firsthand  view  of  former 
Sweet  Briar  students,  most  of  whom  had  had  no  more  specific  preparation  for  a 
career  than  a  wide  and  general  background  in  the  liberal  arts,  who  are  successful, 
poised,  attractive,  and  above  all  happy  in  their  work. 

"After  years  of  wondering  what  a  student  at  a  liberal  arts  college  like  Sweet 
Briar  is  really  qualified  to  do  after  graduation,  it  was  wonderful  to  see  the  answer, 
or  any  number  of  answers,  present  before  us.  Now  it  seems  that  we  can  do  anything 
we  choose  to  do,  and  after  such  an  extensive  and  varied  background  of  exposure 
to  many  phases  of  life,  literature  and  the  arts,  we  are  particularly  well  prepared  to 
make  this  choice.    The  world  is,  or  can  be,  ours!" 


A  truly  creative  artist  is  Lucrle  Barrow  Turner, 
whose  moving  presentation  of  her  unique  program 
of  folklore,  "Virginiana  and  Afro-Americana," 
climaxed  the  day's  events.  "Pick  up  your  bucket 
where  you  are,"  she  advised  the  students  "Cling 
to  the  familiar  and  preserve  what's  around  you. 
Love  what  you're  doing!  Work  hard!  Maybe  some 
day  you'll  be  invited  to  come  back  to  Sweet  Briar 
— it's    a    real   thrill    to    be   asked." 


"To   be  a  successful  dress   designer  you   have  to   be   willing   to  start  at  the  bottom   of  the 
ladder,"    says    Jennie    Belle    Bechtel    whose    Junior    Circle    fashions    are    nationally    known. 


;  uates   who   are   leaders   .   .   .  are    needed 
{executive   in  the   Department  of  Defense, 
i  portunities   for   interesting    careers   .   .    .'" 
ict    Court,    Washington. 


WP 


"Find   the   best  way  to   express   yourself,    no   matter   what  field   of  endeavor  you  enter,"  said   Mrs.  Tristram   Dunn 
who   has    built    her   picture-taking    hobby    into    a   successful   career    as   a    professional    photographer   of   children. 
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